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Kenneth Woods  Artistic Director

K E N N E T H  W O O D S
A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O RM A H L E R F E S T . O R G

August 24–28, 2021    
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May 17–22, 2022 *

Gustav Mahler 
Symphony No. 2 in C Minor

                        Boulder Concert Chorale                        
Stacey Rishoi Mezzo-soprano                        

April Fredrick Soprano

Richard Wagner 

Die Walküre (The Valkyrie),  Act One

                 Stacey Rishoi Mezzo-soprano
                 Brennen Guillory Tenor

Matthew Sharp Bass-baritone
 

* All programming and 
artists subject to change



TUESDAY, AUGUST 24, 7 PM | Chamber Concert | Dairy Arts Center, 2590 Walnut Street  Page 6

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 4 PM | Jason Starr Films | Boedecker Theater, Dairy Arts Center  Page 9

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26, 4 PM | Chamber Concert | The Academy, 970 Aurora Avenue  Page 10

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27, 8 PM | Chamber Orchestra Concert | Boulder Bandshell, 1212 Canyon Boulevard  Page 13

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28, 9:30 AM–3:30 PM | Symposium | License No. 1 (under the Hotel Boulderado)  Page 16

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28, 7 PM | Orchestral Concert Festival Finale | Macky Auditorium, CU Boulder  Page 17
Pre-concert Lecture by Kenneth Woods at 6 PM   

ALL WEEK | Open Rehearsals, Dinners, and Other Events
See full schedule online

MAHLERFEST XXXIV FESTIVAL WEEK

PRESIDENT’S GREETING

Welcome to MahlerFest XXXIV – What a year it’s been! We are back and looking to the future with great 
excitement and hope. I would like to thank our dedicated and gifted MahlerFest orchestra and festival 
musicians, our generous supporters, and our wonderful audience. I also want to acknowledge the immense 
contributions of Executive Director Ethan Hecht and Maestro Kenneth Woods that not only make this festival 

possible but also facilitate its evolution. MahlerFest has always been more than performances of a Mahler symphony—it is 
also a free symposium, films, chamber music, and the coming together of community.

This year, we are offering two very different orchestral concerts over the MahlerFest weekend, requiring an extraordinary 
effort from our musicians who assemble here for little more than a week each year. On Friday evening, at the Boulder 
Bandshell, a fun Roaring 20s Chamber Orchestra celebration will be presented free to the Boulder community . (music of 
Joplin, Blake, Milhaud, and more). 

On Saturday, the Festival returns to a more traditional MahlerFest format: Mahler’s Symphony No. 5 and the world premiere 
of the eminent British composer Philip Sawyers’s Symphony No. 5. The Saturday evening concert is dedicated to the 
memory of former board president and dear friend Stan Ruttenberg. He set an inspired standard we continue to try to 
meet. Stan deeply loved the music of Mahler. I believe he would have been pleased with this year’s festival. 

Lastly, I would like to express my deep appreciation to the Colorado MahlerFest Board of Directors who have worked 
together through this pandemic year to ensure that our beloved Festival would survive and thrive, as well as to those who 
have generously donated to help make this festival happen.

Again welcome to MahlerFest XXXIV and thank you to all.

Les Ronick
President, Colorado MahlerFest 

DANIEL W. DIETRICH II
FOUNDATION

MAHLERFEST SPONSORS:



4

KENNETH WOODS, MAHLERFEST ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

“Woods has been making a considerable name for himself as a Mahler interpreter both in the UK and on the west 
coast of America, and listening to this new disc it is not hard to hear why.” Classical Recordings Quarterly

“…[S]omething that every lover of Mahler should hear.” MusicWeb-International

“…[A]n absolutely astonishing recording in many respects…This is a most important issue, and all Mahlerians  
should make its acquisition an urgent necessity.” International Record Review

Hailed by Gramophone as a “symphonic conductor 
of stature,” conductor, cellist, composer, and 
author Kenneth Woods has worked with the 
National Symphony Orchestra (United States), Royal 

Philharmonic, Cincinnati Symphony, BBC National Orchestra of 
Wales, Budapest Festival Orchestra, Royal Northern Sinfonia, 
and English Chamber Orchestra. He has also appeared on the 
stages of some of the world’s leading music festivals, such as 
Aspen, Scotia, and Lucerne. 

Woods has served as Artistic Director and Principal Conductor 
of the English Symphony Orchestra since 2013, as founding 
Artistic Director of the Elgar Festival in Worcester since 2018, 
and as Principal Guest Conductor of the Stratford-upon-Avon–
based Orchestra of the Swan from 2010 to 2014. In 2015, he 
was made the second Artistic Director of Colorado MahlerFest. 

Gustav Mahler’s music has been a lifelong source of inspiration 
for Woods, who has conducted acclaimed performances of 
the symphonies and songs across the Americas and Europe. 
In 2011, Somm Records released Woods’s first recording 
of Schoenberg’s chamber ensemble versions of Gustav 
Mahler’s Das Lied von der Erde and Lieder eines fahrenden 
Gesellen, which won the coveted IRR Outstanding Rosette from 
International Record Review. Off the podium, Woods is also 
much in demand as an essayist and speaker on Mahler’s life and 
music. He has given talks and participated in panel discussions 
on Mahler for the BBC and multiple festivals and orchestras, and 
was the official blogger of The Bridgewater Hall’s “Mahler in 
Manchester” series in 2010–2011. 

As a cello soloist and chamber musician, Woods’s collaborators 
have included members of the Toronto, Chicago, and Cincinnati 
symphonies; the Minnesota, Gewandhaus, and Concertgebouw 
orchestras; and the La Salle, Pro Arte, Tokyo, and Audubon 
quartets. Formerly cellist of the string trio Ensemble Epomeo,  
he co-founded the Briggs Piano Trio. Both trios’ debut CDs 
received the prestigious Gramophone Editor’s Choice. 

A widely read writer and frequent broadcaster, Woods’s blog, A 
View from the Podium, is one of the 25 most popular classical 
music blogs in the world. 

 MAHLERFEST MISSION, VISION, 
AND VALUES

Colorado MahlerFest’s mission is to celebrate the 
legacy of composer Gustav Mahler through an annual 
festival featuring all of Mahler’s musical output, as well as 
contextual cultural and educational events. 

Our vision is to be a recognized leader in performing 
and interpreting Mahler’s works and to share world-class 
performance, educational, and cultural events that attract 
diverse audiences from Colorado and beyond.

VALUES:

The Mahler Legacy – We commit to preserving and 
expanding the legacy of Mahler as a composer by faithfully 
presenting all of his music while utilizing, promoting, and 
being an internationally important catalyst for research 
about his music, life, and world.

Inspirational Musicians – We commit to bringing world-
class musicians to the festival to share their artistry and 
experience.

Aspirational Musicians – We commit to providing an 
opportunity for musicians of all types and ages to learn 
about and perform the works of Mahler.

Inclusivity – We commit to building and sustaining an 
inclusive audience for Mahler’s music by offering all of our 
programming to the broadest community possible and by 
engaging with underserved populations. 
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ERICH KORNGOLD
(1897—1957)

Sonata for Cello and Piano (1894)
I. Allegro
II. Allegretto quasi andantino
III. Presto 

Parry Karp, cello; Jennifer Hayghe, piano

Suite from Much Ado about 
Nothing, Op. 11, for violin and 
piano (1919) 

I. Maiden in the Bridal Chamber
II. March of the Watch (Dogberry and Verges)
III. Garden Scene
IV. Hornpipe

Jessica Mathaes, violin; Jennifer Hayghe, piano

INTERMISSION

Trio for Piano, Clarinet, and Cello (1905)
I. Allegro
II. Allegretto quasi andantino
III. Presto

Kellan Toohey, clarinet; Parry Karp, cello; 
Jennifer Hayghe, piano

MAHLER'S CONTEMPORARIES

Chamber Music at the Dairy Arts Center
2590 Walnut Street, Boulder, CO
Tuesday, August 24, 2021 | 7 PM

 

ALEXANDER ZEMLINSKY
(1871—1942)
		

ROBERT KAHN
(1865—1951) 

Please join us in the lobby after today's concert.

Enjoying this program? 
Donate now!
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JASON STARR FILMS AT THE BOE

MAHLER'S TITAN: THE ROMANCE, DEATH, AND TRIUMPH OF A YOUNG MUSICIAN &

ON MAHLER'S SONGS OF A WAYFARER

Boedecker Theater at the Dairy Arts Center
2590 Walnut Street, Boulder, CO

Wednesday, August 25, 2021 | 4 PM  

Jason Starr has become widely known for his movies 
about Mahler. Starr’s newest movies had not been 
released when MahlerFest performed the First 

   Symphony in 2019, but today MahlerFest presents the 
first showing of the movies outside of New York City.
Musical examples in both films are performed by 
the Estonian National Symphony Orchestra under 
the direction of Neeme Järvi; Thomas Hampson 
sings the Wayfarer songs. The two movies run a 
total of 97 minutes.

A virtual Q&A with the filmmaker will be held after the 
showings.
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MAHLER'S HEIRS

Chamber Concert at The Academy
970 Aurora Avenue, Boulder, CO
Thursday, August 26, 2021 | 4 PM  

Registration is required; see MahlerFest.org.

GRAZYNA BACEWICZ 
(1909–1969)

Duo for Violin and Cello (1925)
I. Moderato
II. Zingaresca. Allegro giocoso
III. Andantino
IV. Moderato 

Suzanne Casey, violin; Kenneth Woods, cello

Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 1 (1969)
I. Allegro
II. Andante
III. Allegro Scherzando

Karen Bentley-Pollick, violin; Jennifer Hayghe, piano

Trio for Oboe, Violin, and Cello (1935)
	 I. Gemäßigt
	 II. Scherzo. Schnell. Trio. Langsamer
	 III. Adagio
	 IV. Finale. Lebhaft bewegt

Jordan Pyle, oboe; Suzanne Casey, violin; Andrew Brown, cello

Viola Sonata in A, Op. 101 (1941)
I. Adagio
II. Quasi menuetto tranquillo
III. Allegro risoluto e vivace

Lauren Spaulding, viola; Jennifer Hayghe, piano

ERWIN SCHULHOFF 
(1894–1942)

PHILIP SAWYERS 
(b. 1951)

HANS GÁL
(1890–1987)

.

Enjoying this program? 
Donate now!
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Maple Leaf Rag (1899)

Suite for Chamber Orchestra, Op. 37 (1921)
I. Ragtime / II. Valse Boston / III. Tango /           
IV. Shimmy / V. Step / VI. Jazz

Castle House Rag (1914)

La Création du monde, Op. 81 (1923)

Charleston Rag (1917)

Fantasie from Jonny spielt auf (1926)

MUSIC OF THE ROARING 20S

Chamber Orchestra Concert
Kenneth Woods, Conductor

Boulder Bandshell, Boulder, CO
Friday, August 27, 2021 | 8 PM

SCOTT JOPLIN
(1868–1917) 
ARR. BY SCHULLER

ERWIN SCHULHOFF
(1894–1942)	

JAMES EUROPE
(1881–1919)
ARR. BY SCHULLER	

DARIUS MILHAUD
(1892–1974)

EUBIE BLAKE
(1887–1983)
ARR. BY SCHULLER	

ERNST KRENEK
(1900–1991)

Did you dress up for tonight's concert? Prizes will be given out for the best and most 
elaborate costumes. Come get your photo taken with a Model A Ford (suggested 
donation $5)! 

Please join us at License No. 1 (2115 13th Street, Boulder) after tonight's concert.

Enjoying this program? 
Donate now!
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MAHLERFEST SYMPOSIUM

License No. 1, 2115 13th Street, Boulder, CO
Saturday, August 28, 2021 | 9:30 AM – 3:30 PM
Space is limited. Consider a registration at MahlerFest.org.

 

 
Mahler and the Modern Symphonist
Composer Philip Sawyers speaks with Artistic Director Kenneth Woods 
about why the symphony remains an essential genre for him, and how the 
symphonic tradition, from Haydn to Mahler, continues to influence the music 
of our own time.  

Interpreting Mahler
Conductor Kenneth Woods shares one musician's perspective on how 
musical analysis, study of performance practice, biography, knowledge of 
musical traditions, and the technical challenges of different instruments all 
feed into the mysterious process of "interpretation." 

Pre-purchase lunch from License No. 1 at MahlerFest.org.

How Did Mahler’s Activity as a Conductor Influence 
His Symphonies?
The music of Gustav Mahler is not only influenced by the sounds of the 
many musical genres that surrounded him during his formative years, such 
as ethnic, folk, dance, and military music, but also significantly by the music 
that he was conducting in opera houses and concert halls throughout his 
career. This study focuses on tracing specific influences from Mahler’s 
repertoire directly to his symphonies. 

TBA

Mahler’s Song of Himself – Why Has Mahler's Music 
Become So Easy to Understand? 
Mahler's music was considered difficult in his time. Compare that to his 
enormous popularity now. What are some of the elements that have brought 
about such an extreme change?

9:30 AM	 PHILIP SAWYERS

10:30 AM	 KENNETH WOODS
	

11:45 AM 	 LUNCH

12:45 PM	 DAVID RAHBEE

1:45 PM		

2:15 PM	 JAY REISE

Enjoying this program? 
Donate now!
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Symphony No. 5 (2021)
World Premiere 

	 I. Moderato
	 II. Allegro
	 III. Lento
	 IV. Presto
	 V. Allegro

INTERMISSION

Symphony No. 5 (1901/1902)
Part 1

	 I. Trauermarsch
	 II. Stürmisch bewegt, mit größter Vehemenz

Part 2

	 III. Scherzo

Part 3

	 IV. Adagietto
	 V. Rondo-Finale

FESTIVAL FINALE: FIFTH SYMPHONIES

Colorado MahlerFest Orchestra
Kenneth Woods, Conductor

The Stan Ruttenberg Memorial Concert
Macky Auditorium, 1595 Pleasant Street, Boulder, CO

Saturday, August 28, 2021 | 7 PM
Pre-concert discussion with Kenneth Woods at 6 PM

GUSTAV MAHLER
(1860–1911)
 

		

PHILIP SAWYERS
(b. 1951) 

Enjoying this program? 
Donate now!
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Festival Artist Lucas Borges is an Assistant Professor of 
Trombone at Ohio University (OU) and is a Conn-Selmer 
Performing Artist. He holds a Doctoral degree from 
the University of North Texas (UNT), Master’s degree 
from Indiana University, and a Bachelor’s degree from 
Universidade de Brasilia (Brazil). Before his appointment at 
OU, Borges served as a teaching fellow at UNT for four years 
and maintained a private studio in the Dallas–Fort Worth 
area. He was also previously a faculty member at Escola 
de Música de Brasilia. Additionally, he has been invited to 
teach and perform in international festivals such as II Festival 
Internacional de Música Erudita de Piracicaba (2011), 35o 
Curso Internacional de Verão da Escola de Música de Brasília 
(2013), and XXV Festival Internacional de Música Colonial 
Brasileira e Música Antigua (2014) in Juiz de Fora, Brazil.

Festival Artist Karen Bentley Pollick champions a wide range 
of solo repertoire and styles on violin, viola, piano, and 
Norwegian hardangerfele. A native of Palo Alto, California, 
she received both Bachelor and Master of Music degrees in 
Violin Performance with a cognate in Choral Conducting. 
Concertmaster of the Junge Deutsche Philharmonie 
Kammerorchester and the New York String Orchestra, she 
has also participated widely in festivals around the world and 
has recorded with the Dave Matthews Band and Evanescence, 
as well as numerous film scores at Skywalker Ranch. She 
was a guest artist with the contemporary music group Opus 
Posthumous from Moscow, Seattle Chamber Players in their 
Icebreaker II: Baltic Voices Festival, and Ensemble for the 
Romantic Century in New York. She performs frequently 
with Valse Cafe Orchestra in Seattle. She received a Seed 
Money Grant for Disseminated Performances from New York 
Women Composers toward solo concerts with electronics in 
Seattle and Stanford University’s CCRMA in spring 2018. 
She is represented on two tracks of Dorothy Hindman’s 
Tightly Wound, released on Innova and winner of #1 Gold 
Medal in the Fall 2017 Global Music Awards.

MahlerFest Fellow Andrew Brown has served as the principal 
cellist of Aspen Music Festival’s Opera and the Longmont
Symphony, and has collaborated with The Playground 
Ensemble and Takács Quartet’s Geraldine Walther. Dr. Brown 
is the first prize winner of the 2016 Ekstrand Competition at 
the University of Colorado Boulder and has previously been 
awarded first place in the Lamont Chamber Competition 
and was Lamont’s Best Senior in Performance. As part of 
his doctoral dissertation, Dr. Brown published a recording 
of unaccompanied compositions for cello by American 
composers. 

Suzanne 
Casey 

Violinist and Festival Artist Suzanne Casey studied at the Royal 
Academy of Music in London and pursued her post-graduate 
study at Indiana University, after which she was invited to 
join Michael Tilson Thomas’s national training orchestra for 
young musicians, the New World Symphony, and spent the 
following two years performing with that orchestra in Florida 
and San Fransisco. In 2000, she moved back to Britain to 
take up a position in the BBC National Orchestra of Wales 
and enjoys a busy musical life with the orchestra as well as 
playing chamber music with friends and colleagues. She has 
also played with The Hallé, City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra, Orchestra of the Swan, English Symphony 
Orchestra, and London Philharmonic Orchestra. She 
appears regularly as a soloist with orchestras in the United 
Kingdom and United States with a broad repertoire, ranging 
from mainstays by Beethoven and Mendelssohn to rarities 
like the Shostakovich Second Violin Concerto. In recent 
years, Casey, with her husband Kenneth Woods, has run an 
ongoing series of chamber music concerts at their home in 
Wales.
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Bentley 
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Pianist and Festival Artist Jennifer Hayghe is an Associate 
Professor of Piano in the Roser Piano and Keyboard Area at 
the University of Colorado Boulder. She has performed in 
solo recitals and made orchestral appearances throughout 
the world, including the United States, Europe, and Asia. 
Hayghe received her Bachelor's, Master's, and doctorate 
degrees in piano performance from the Juilliard School, 
where she was the last student of the legendary artist-
teacher Adele Marcus. Hayghe won every award possible 
for a Juilliard pianist to receive, including the William 
Petschek Debut Award, resulting in her New York City recital 
debut at Alice Tully Hall. Hayghe’s orchestral appearances 
include performances on numerous series with the National 
Symphony Orchestra, concerts with the Syracuse Symphony 
Orchestra, the Virginia Symphony Orchestra, and the 
Pensacola Symphony Orchestra, and performances with 
various other orchestras in the United States and abroad.

Festival Artist and cellist Parry Karp is Artist-in-Residence 
and Professor of Chamber Music and Cello at the University 
of Wisconsin Madison, where he is director of the string 
chamber music program. He has been cellist of the Pro 
Arte Quartet for the past 42 years, the longest tenure of 
any member in the quartet’s over 100-year history. Karp is a 
active solo artist, performing numerous recitals annually in 
the United States with pianists Howard and Frances Karp and 
Eli Kalman. Karp has played concerti throughout the United 
States and gave the first performance in Romania of Ernest 
Bloch’s Schelomo with the National Radio Orchestra in 
Bucharest in 2002. He is active as a performer of new music 
and has premiered dozens of works, many of which were 
written for him, including concerti, sonatas, and chamber 
music.

 

Festival Artist Daniel Kelly, a native of Charleston, South 
Carolina, is Associate Professor of Trumpet at Texas A&M 
University Commerce. He joined the A&M Commerce faculty 
in the fall of 2010 after serving on the faculty of Indiana 
State University and the University of Southern Mississippi. 
Kelly is a member of the Dallas Winds (formerly the Dallas 
Wind Symphony), has performed with a variety of symphony 
orchestras in the South and Midwest, and is a founding 
member of the Ambassador Brass Quintet.  

Concertmaster and Festival Artist Jessica Mathaes has been 
hailed as “a violinist like no other” (The New York Times) 
and enjoys an international career as a soloist, recording 
artist, educator, and concertmaster. In 2005 at the age of 
25, Mathaes was appointed concertmaster of the Austin 
Symphony, becoming both the youngest and first female 
concertmaster of the orchestra in its over 100-year history. As 
a guest concertmaster, Mathaes has led the Royal Liverpool 
Philharmonic, the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, and 
the West Australian Symphony Orchestra. As a soloist, 
Mathaes has been broadcast live on "Performance Today" 
and Chicago Public Radio, and has performed throughout 
Singapore on a solo and masterclass tour sponsored by the 
U.S. Embassy. She has premiered works by many American 
composers, including Pierre Jalbert and Paul Reale, and has 
released solo albums on the Naxos and Centaur labels to 
critical acclaim in Gramophone.
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Boulder Hybrids

Hybrid Service Specialists
(303) 325-7411
www.Boulderhc.com
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Hailed by the New York Times as possessing “rich tone 
and deft technique,” Festival Artist Hannah Porter Occeña 
is Assistant Professor of Flute at the University of Northern 
Iowa and Principal Flutist of the Topeka Symphony Orchestra 
(Topeka, KS). Previous positions include Principal Flute of 
the Midwest Chamber Ensemble (Prairie Village, KS) and 
Associate Principal Flute of the Bismarck-Mandan Symphony 
Orchestra (Bismarck, ND). The 2012 Irene Burchard 
prizewinner at the Royal Academy of Music, Occeña has 
performed as an orchestral soloist, recitalist, and clinician 
throughout the United States and abroad. Committed to the 
rich heritage and new horizons of the repertoire, Occeña 
strives to make classical works accessible and engaging to 
diverse audiences. Between her performance schedule and 
collegiate teaching responsibilities, Occeña participates in 
outreach concerts and programs at schools and community 
centers. Some of her most meaningful musical experiences 
have taken place during performances at special needs 
schools and concerts in association with Autism Speaks.

Jordan 
Pyle

MahlerFest Fellow oboist Jordan Pyle’s love of music came 
at an early age when she fell in love with Mozart operas—
dancing, singing, and acting out scenes from The Magic 
Flute. This passion for musical storytelling is the foundation 
of her oboe playing. Jordan plays second oboe/English 
horn with the Reno Philharmonic Orchestra and has held the 
position of Principal Oboe with the Las Colinas Symphony. 
She has performed as a substitute musician with the Dallas 
Symphony, Fort Worth Symphony, and Colorado Symphony 
and was a fellow with the National Repertory Orchestra and 
National Orchestral Institute and Festival. As a chamber 
musician, Jordan is a founding member of the Our Time Wind 
Quintet. Jordan received her Bachelor's at the University of 
Colorado Boulder and her Master's at Southern Methodist 
University, where she studied with Peter Cooper and Erin 
Hannigan, respectively.

 

David 
Rahbee

Symposium speaker David Alexander Rahbee is currently 
Senior Artist-in-Residence at the University of Washington 
School of Music in Seattle, where he is Director of 
Orchestral Activities and Chair of Orchestral Conducting. 
He is recipient of the American-Austrian Foundation’s 2003 
Herbert von Karajan Fellowship for Young Conductors, the 
2005 International Richard-Wagner-Verband Stipend, a 
fellowship from the Acanthes Centre in Paris (2007), and 
is first prize winner of the American Prize in conducting for 
2020, in the college/university division. 

Award-winning composer Jay Reise wrote both the music and 
libretto for his opera Rasputin which was commissioned by 
the late Beverly Sills and premiered by the New York City 
Opera in 1988. The work was described in The Washington 
Times as “a spellbinding, challenging and profoundly 
beautiful creation.” He recently completed his third piano 
sonata “The Inland Sea,” and is currently working on an opera 
Al Capone. Deeply influenced by Carnatic (South Indian) 
music and jazz, the music of Jay Reise is characterized by 
rich harmonies, dramatic gestures, and vibrant rhythms. His 
music has been performed widely both in the United States 
and abroad, including an all-Reise retrospective concert in 
Moscow in 2000. 

A
R

TISTS A
N

D
 SP

EA
K

ER
S

Jay
Reise

Hannah 
Porter
Occeña



25

Visiting composer and symposium speaker Philip Sawyers’s 
works have been performed and broadcast in many countries 
worldwide, including the United States, Canada, Spain, 
Austria, Czech Republic, France, and the United Kingdom. 
Music-web International described the Nimbus Alliance CD 
of Sawyers’s orchestral work as “music of instant appeal 
and enduring quality.” Robert Matthew-Walker, writing in 
Classical Source, described the premiere of the Second 
Symphony by the London Mozart Players as a “deeply 
impressive work, serious in tone throughout, and genuinely 
symphonic: one of the finest new symphonies by a British 
composer I have heard in years.” Sawyers began composing 
as a teenager, shortly after picking up the violin for the first 
time at the age of 13. However, it has only been in the last 
few years that his talent has begun to be recognized with 
major commissions and performances by orchestras in the 
United States and frequent performances in Europe. His work 
has been performed by the London Mozart Players, Grand 
Rapids Symphony, Orchestra of the Swan, Orquesta Sinfonica 
del Principado de Asturias, and the Fort Worth, Albany (NY), 
Tuscon, Tulsa, Omaha, and Modesto symphony orchestras.

MahlerFest Fellow Lauren Spaulding, a Texas native, is based 
in New York City and Denver, where she is a member of 
Meredith Monk’s performance ensemble, a regular with 
the Colorado Symphony, and a recording artist with award-
winning studios such as Found Objects Music in New York. 
Spaulding’s playing can be heard on “Social Dilemma” and 
“Modern Love,” Season 2. Spaulding performs with Pro 
Musica Colorado, Boulder Bach, So & So New York, and the 
Playground String Quartet, and she has performed chamber 
music with members of a variety of esteemed ensembles. 
In 2012, Spaulding’s quartet was invited to perform at 
the White House for President Obama to commemorate 
American composers as a “Champion of Change.” Spaulding 
continues to use her love for chamber music to advocate 
for under-represented composers and young neuro-atypical 
musicians, and she works with Kim Kashkashian and her 
team as a co-chapter head for the Music for Food initiative, 
fighting food insecurity. 

Award-winning filmmaker Jason Starr has produced and 
directed over 100 films and television programs for 
broadcast on PBS, A&E, Bravo, CBC, Deutsche Welle, 
Kultura, Mezzo TV, 3sat, Medici, and many other public TV 
stations throughout Europe and North America. His work has 
been presented to audiences by the New York Philharmonic, 
Philadelphia Orchestra, Boston Symphony Orchestra (BSO), 
Tianjin Symphony and numerous other ensembles and 
festivals. These productions range from classical music and 
modern dance performances to documentary profiles of 
artists and cultural issues. Most recently Starr directed the 
filming of performances by the Boston Symphony Orchestra, 
Orchestra of St. Luke's, guitarist Sharon Isbin and Opera 
Lafayette's production of Beethoven’s Leonore (1805). His 
“Virtual Venue,” a film presenting songs by Patrick Zimmerli 
to poems by Gwendolyn Brooks, develops a new approach 
to filming performances during the Covid-19 pandemic as 
does his participation in the BSO Now series. In 2019 Starr 
completed documentaries on two early masterpieces by  Gustav 
Mahler, Songs of a Wayfarer and the Symphony No. 1.

MahlerFest Fellow Michael Tetreault holds a Bachelor 
of Music degree from the Eastman School of Music in 
Rochester, NY, and a Master of Music degree from the Royal 
Academy of Music in London, United Kingdom. Tetreault is 
currently a member of four professional orchestras in the 
Rocky Mountain region and is also part of the percussion 
faculty at the University of Colorado Boulder. Tetreault has 
performed domestically and abroad with many ensembles, 
including the London Symphony Orchestra, London 
Philharmonic, Orchestre Symphonique de Montreal, Toronto 
Symphony, Colorado Symphony, Utah Symphony, Kansas 
City Symphony, Orchestre de Paris, Royal Scottish National 
Orchestra, Roomful of Teeth, Quattro Mani, and Alarm Will 
Sound, among many others.

Jason 
Starr 

Michael 
Tetreault
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Philip 
Sawyers
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MahlerFest Fellow Kellan Toohey is an avid performer whose 
varied career includes recitals and solo appearances, 
chamber music, teaching, and orchestral playing. An active 
orchestral player, Toohey currently holds the positions of 
Principal Clarinetist in the Boulder Chamber Orchestra and 
Fort Collins Symphony, and Associate Principal Clarinetist 
in the Wyoming Symphony and Cheyenne Symphony 
Orchestra. He has performed across the United States, 
Europe, and in Asia, and recently recorded his first solo CD, 
entitled Scenes from Home, premiere recordings of new 
music by Colorado composers.  

Festival Artist Lydia Van Dreel is Professor of Horn at the 
University of Oregon. Prior to that appointment, Van Dreel 
held a 10-year tenured position as Co-Principal Horn of 
the Sarasota Orchestra in Sarasota, Florida. Van Dreel’s 
performing career has encompassed a wide variety of 
activities as an orchestral, solo, chamber, and recording 
artist. Currently, Van Dreel is a member of the Oregon 
Bach Festival Orchestra, the IRIS Orchestra (Memphis, TN), 

Quadre—The Voice of Four Horns, the Eugene Symphony 
Orchestra, Orchestra Next, the Oregon Wind Quintet, 
and the Oregon Brass Quintet. A frequent concerto 
soloist, Van Dreel has been a featured performer with the 
Peninsula Symphony, the Sarasota Orchestra, the Colorado 
Music Festival Orchestra, the Salem Philharmonia, and the 
Willamette Valley Symphony, among others. 
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Lydia 
Van Dreel

Please visit the MahlerFest 
Store Online

MahlerFest CDs & 
Downloads

MahlerFest socks

Other gifts

MAHLERFEST.ORG/SHOP

Kellan 
Toohey 
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COLORADO MAHLERFEST XXXIV ORCHESTRA

VIOLIN I

Jessica Mathaes, Concertmaster*

Joan Forestal Violin Chair

Suzanne Casey

Yenlik Weiss 

Chelsea Winborne

Adelaide Naughton

Nicolette Andres

AnnaGrace Strange

Laura Johnson

Robin Burke

Tyler Mixa

Josh Steinbecker

Adam Galblum

Grace Hemmer

VIOLIN 2

Karen Bentley Pollick*

Sarah Whitnah

Sergio Lozano

Tyler Zimmer

Lisa Schoch

Edward Goldson

David Cher

Carol Osborne

Oressa Wise

Rebecca Ruttenberg

VIOLA

Lauren Spaulding*

Hollie Dzierzanowski

Aria Cheregosha

Haley Nordeen 

Alyssa Bell

Heidi Snyder

Joanna Malm

CELLO 

Andrew Joseph Brown*

Erin Patterson

Ryan Farris

Mathieu D’Ordine

James Todd

William Todd

BASS

Colton Kelly*

Jennifer Motycka

Andy Sproule

Eleanor Dunlap

Zachary Niswender

Crystal Pelham

Dan Bolger

Isaiah Holt

FLUTE

Hannah Porter Occeña*

	 Michael Hui Flute Chair

Elizabeth Robinson

	 Michael Hui Piccolo Chair

Daniel Shineberg

Brice Smith

OBOE 

Jordan Pyle*

Brittany Bonner

Audrey Yu – English Horn

CLARINET

Kellan Toohey*

Steven M. Bass

Maggie Greenwood

BASSOON

Sarah Fish*

Cody Tripp

Kyle P. Sneden – Contra

HORN

Lydia Van Dreel*

Gavin Betterley 

Brian T. Kilp

Catherine Verbyla

Sean Brennan

Lauren Griffith

Justin Stanley – Asst.

TRUMPET

Daniel Kelly*

Richard Adams 

Maximillian McNutt

Seretta Hart

TROMBONE

Lucas Borges*

Tony Weikel

Daniel J. Morris

TUBA

Thomas Stein*

TIMPANI

Michael Tetreault*

PERCUSSION

Amy Hearting*

Justin Doute 

Sandra Fauth

Brian LaGuardia

HARP

Kathryn Harms*

= Principal

= Played in all MahlerFests

 

*

Bold

Concertmaster – Jessica Mathaes          Associate Concertmaster – Suzanne Casey          Assistant Concertmaster – Yenlik Weiss

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 

VIOLIN

Jessica Mathaes, Concertmaster

Karen Bentley Pollick

VIOLA

Lauren Spaulding

CELLO

Parry Karp

BASS

Colton Kelly

FLUTE

Hannah Porter Occeña

Elizabeth Robinson

OBOE

Jordan Pyle

Audrey Yu – English Horn

CLARINET

Gleyton Pinto

Kellan Toohey

SAXOPHONE

Andrey Floryanovitch

BASSOON

Sarah Fish

HORN

Lydia Van Dreel

Justin Stanley

TRUMPET

Daniel Kelly

Richard Adams 

TROMBONE

Lucas Borges

TUBA

Thomas Stein

TIMPANI

Michael Tetreault

PERCUSSION

Amy Hearting

Carl Dixon

HARP

Kathryn Harms

KEYBOARD (PIANO)

Vivienne Spy

KEYBOARD (HARMONIUM)

Alaina de Bellevue

COLORADO MAHLERFEST XXXIV FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA
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THANK YOU TO OUR SILENT 
AUCTION SPONSORS

BOULDER SPIRITS AT VAPOR DISTILLERY
BREITKOPF & HÄRTEL
CURED
FLATIRONS GOLF COURSE
FRANK'S CHOPHOUSE
HAZEL'S BEVERAGE WORLD
HOTEL BOULDERADO
JAN CARTWRIGHT
JASON STARR
KAREN BENTLEY POLLICK
KENNETH WOODS
LOIS DUFFY STUDIOS
LUCKY'S MARKET
MCGUCKIN'S
MOE'S BROADWAY BAGELS
OPERA COLORADO
PAULS COFFEE & TEA
PETE'S COFFEE

PHARMACA
PIZZERIA LOCALE
SHAKE SHACK
SNOOZE
SPROUTS FARMERS MARKET
STARBUCKS
SUSHI ZANMEI
SYDNEY FONTAINE-FORESTAL
THE BURNS PUB & RESTAURANT
THE WEISS FAMILY
VITAMIN COTTAGE NATURAL GROCERS
WALNUT CAFE        

Event Sponsor:
                                             

NOVEMBER 18–20, 2021
Boston Symphony Orchestra –Andris Nelsons, Conductor 
Symphony No. 1 in D Major

FEBRUARY 10, 12, 13, 2022
Seattle Symphony – Thomas Dausgaard, Conductor 
Das Lied von der Erde
Kelley O’Connor, mezzo-soprano
Russell Thomas, tenor

APRIL 16, 2022
Colorado Symphony Orchestra – Peter Oundjian, Conductor
Symphony No. 2 in C Minor

MAY 13, 14, 15, 2022
Colorado Symphony Orchestra – Asher Fisch, Conductor
Symphony No. 5 in C-sharp Minor

MAY 22, 2022
Colorado MahlerFest – Kenneth Woods, Conductor 
Symphony No. 3 in D Minor 

JUNE 10, 2022
New York Philharmonic – Jaap van Zweden, Conductor 
Symphony No. 1 in D Major

MAHLER, MAHLER, EVERYWHERE
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Blumine 2006, 2019

Das klagende Lied (two-part version) 1991

Das klagende Lied (original three-part version) 2008

Das Lied von der Erde 1998, 2007, 2018

Das Lied von der Erde (chamber ensemble version 
orch. Schoenberg) 2018

Das Lied von der Erde, Der Abschied (voice & piano 
version) 1998

Das Lied von der Erde (I, III, V) (voice & piano version) 
2005

Das Lied von der Erde, VI, (choreographed) 1994

Das Lied von der Erde, Der Abschied, 2013

Des Knaben Wunderhorn (with orchestra) 2001

Des Knaben Wunderhorn, (voice & piano) 1989, 1994, 
1997, 1999, 2003, 2005

Entr’acte from Die drei Pintos (Weber/Mahler) 2011

Kindertotenlieder (voice & orchestra) 2002

Kindertotenlieder (voice & piano) 1990, 1996, 2006

Leonore Overture No. 3 (Beethoven/Mahler) 2019

Lieder eines fahrenden Gesellen (voice & piano) 1988, 
1993, 1995, 2005, 2008, 2013

Lieder eines fahrenden Gesellen (with orchestra) 2006

Lieder eines fahrenden Gesellen (with chamber 
ensemble orch. Schoenberg) 2017, 2019

Lieder und Gesänge aus der Jugendzeit  1988, 1993, 
1997, 1999, 2008

Four Early Lieder 1996

Piano Quartet in A minor 1988, 1997, 2004, 2017

Quartet in F Minor, Op. 95, “Serioso” (Beethoven/
Mahler) 2019

Rückert-Lieder 1989, 1997, 2006, 2014, 2016(pf)

Symphony No. 1 1988, 2006, 2019

Symphony No. 1 (Hamburg Version 1893) 1998

Symphony No. 2 1989, 1999, 2012

Symphony No. 3 1990, 2000, 2010

Symphony No. 4 1991, 2001, 2013

Symphony No. 4, IV (Mahler performing on piano) 
1994

Symphony No. 4, IV (chamber orch. version by Erwin 
Stein) 1991, 2015

Symphony No. 5 1992, 2002, 2011, 2021

Symphony No. 6 1993, 2003, 2014

Symphony No. 6 (I) two piano version (Zemlinsky) 1993

Symphony No. 7 1994, 2004, 2016

Symphony No. 8 1995, 2009

Symphony No. 9 1996, 2005, 2015

Symphony No. 10, J. H. Wheeler version 1997

Symphony No. 10, Deryck Cooke III version 2017

Symphony No. 10, Adagio only, 2007

Suites from BWV 1067 and BWV 1068 (Bach/Mahler) 
1989

Totenfeier (2007)

RECORD OF MAHLER WORKS PERFORMED
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Thank You!

ANONYMOUS

BOULDER ARTS COMMISSION

CREATE BOULDER

RICHARD AND JANE GROFF

MAHONEY WEALTH 
MANAGEMENT TEAM OF 

RAYMOND JAMES

KAREN SIMMONS

CHARLOTTE AND CLAUDE 
WOODS

Sy m p h o n y  o f  a  T h o us an d  ($1,0 0 0  &  o v e r)

DAVID AUERBACH

STEVEN AND SARA BASS

BOULDER VALLEY REAL ESTATE

JOHN AND JAN CARTWRIGHT

CITYWIDE BANKS

GOOGLE

MICHAEL HUI*

LAURREN KANNER

BARRY G. KNAPP

RON AND HESTER NADEL

BOB AND KATHLEEN NORRIS

RICK BAKER & ASSOCIATES 
INSURANCE, INC.

LESTER RONICK

THOMAS G TAPE

T i t an  ($5 0 0  &  o v e r)

ANONYMOUS

THE ACADEMY

KAREN BENTLEY POLLICK – IN MEMORY 
OF NAN BREISETH BENTLEY

BOULDER LIBRARY FOUNDATION

BOULDER PIANO GALLERY

MARK CARSON

JOHN CASTOR AND MELISSA READING 
– IN MEMORY OF STAN RUTTENBERG

CROWDER MORTGAGE

SARAH FISH AND BENJAMIN JOHNSON

JOAN AND KEN FORESTAL*

THOMAS GALLIGAN AND SARAH BAILY

JONATHAN GOLDBERG AND 
MARIAN ROSEN

JIM HAJOST

HAZEL'S BEVERAGE WORLD

HIRE A HELPER

LENORE AND MICHAEL HYATT – IN 
HONOR OF LES RONICK

ISN - INSPECTION SUPPORT

AL KEMP

THE KITZMILLER FAMILY TRUST

LEONARD KOCH

LOUIS KRUPP

CHELA KUNASZ – IN MEMORY OF  
JOHN CASTOR

HAROLD AND JOAN LEINBACH

PORCH

HENRY RASOF – IN MEMORY OF 
EMANUEL LEPLIN, JONATHAN 

GOLDSTEIN, DERRICK HENRY, JAIME 
LEOPOLD, TERRY WILSON, HARRIET 

CLARK, CHESTER "CHET" KALLIS

MONIKA RUTKOWSKI

EILEEN AND BRUCE WARREN – IN 
MEMORY OF JOHN IRVIN CASTOR

RICHELLE WILLIAMS

Wun d e r h o r n  ($ 2 0 0  &  o v e r)

ANONYMOUS

RICHARD AND BETSY ARMSTRONG*

BALLROOM FORT COLLINS

MARION COX – IN HONOR OF 
JENNY AND ETHAN HECHT

JAMES CROWDER

DAVID ENSIGN – IN HONOR OF           
LES RONICK 

LLOYD AND MARY GELMAN

SUSAN M. HALL

JENNY AND ETHAN HECHT

DEAL HUDSON – IN HONOR OF          
JOHN KINSELLA

DAVID AND CARYL KASSOY

KEN KIRKPATRICK

L TOWN DENTAL

NORMAN LITTLEJOHN

JOHN MCDOWELL – IN HONOR OF     
MATT TAYLOR

KATHY AND CHARLES MINTER

PAUL NIGRO

ROBERT AND MARILYN PELTZER

SALVATORE RABBIO

PATRICIA READ

GABRIELE SATTLER

ROBERT SPENCER AND SONDRA BLAND

PAUL STUMPF

FERNANDO TORRE AND 
MARIA EUGENIA TAPIA

ELAINE G. TAYLOR

MARIANNE VAN PELT

GRETCHEN VANDER WERF AND GIGI 
JONES

GORDON AND LOIS WARD

ANN WEISBLAT AND WILLIAM T. FORD

YENLIK WEISS

BETH AND KARL WILLIAMSON

YONGWEI YANG

Wa y f a r e r  ($10 0  &  o v e r)

COLORADO CREATIVE INDUSTRIES

DANIEL W. DIETRICH II FOUNDATION

SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL FACILITIES DISTRICT

M a j o r  B e n e f a c t o r s  ($5,0 0 0  &  o v e r)

*Orchestra Chair Sponsor

Please note: Donations received after July 15, 2021, will be acknowledged in next year’s program book. We have attempted to list every donor. If 
your name has been left off this list, please accept our apologies, and contact Ethan.Hecht@MahlerFest.org to let us know of the error.

We gratefully recognize the following individuals and 
organizations that supported the Colorado MahlerFest 
between April 15, 2020, and July 15, 2021.

THE ACADEMY

BEST WESTERN PLUS – BOULDER INN

BOULDER HYBRIDS

HOTEL BOULDERADO

I n  K i n d

KEVIN AND CANDICE MARKEY

L e g a c y  G i v i n g  C l ub
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BOULDERADO.COM  |  303.442.4344  |  2115 13TH STREET BOULDER, CO 80302

THE HEARTBEAT OF 
DOWNTOWN BOULDER

SINCE 1909
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* All programming and 
artists subject to change.

Kenneth Woods  Artistic Director

K E N N E T H  W O O D S
A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O RM A H L E R F E S T . O R G

August 24–28, 2021    
Boulder, CO
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May 17–22, 2022 *

Gustav Mahler 
Symphony No. 3 in D Minor                        

Béla Bartók 

Bluebeard’s Castle

                  

* All programming and 
artists subject to change


